NZT iONAL INTELLIGENCER.

_

THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM.

The fullowing is & copy of the rerolutions ndopted on
Wednesday Inst by the Brpu@hum National” Convention,
in session st Ballimore, They were reported by ‘Hr. Hesry
J Raymosp, of New York, from the Committes on Re-
solutioss, and were greeted with obeers and sdopted by
acelamstion prior to nominating candidstes for the offices
of President and Vice Presideat of the United States :

1. Hesolved, That itis the highestduty of avery Amenesn
gitizen to waiutain, ngsivat all their enewmies. the lategrity
of 1he Umiou and the paramount authority of the Coostitu-
tion snd laws of the United Statea; and that, laying aside
all difierences and politieal vpinions, we pledge ourselves,
as Union men, suimated by & common sentiment and- sim-
ing st & evmmon vbject, o do every thing in our power Lo
aid the Government in queliog, by force of nrms, the re-
bellion now rogivg sgsinst its suthority, nod in bringing to
the puni-bwent due to their erimnes the rebels and traitors
arrey: d sgninst it [Applause.] .

o " fesolved, That we npprove the determmnation of the
Guvernment of the United States not Lo eompromise with
rebels, or to offar apy terms of pesce exorpl such aa way
" be based upou an unconditionsl surrender ol their hostility,
aud a returo to their ficst allegianes o the Constitation
and laws of the United States; avd that we eall upon the
Government to maintain their position, and to prosecute
the war with the utmost possibls vigor to the cowplete
suppressicn of the rebellivn, in full relisces upon the self
sscrifising patriotism, the heroio vnlur', nnd the undytflg
devotion of the Awerican people to their country and its
free inatitutions. [Applause ]

3 HKesolved, That as slavery was the cause und now con-
stitutes ihe s:rength of the rebellivn, aod 4 it must be, ul-
ways nnd every whers, hostile to the principles of republi-
can government, justios and the national safety demnid its
utter and comylete extirpation from the soil of the Repub-
lic, [ tremendous cheering, lasting some moments, the Con-
vention rising ] and that white we uphold and weint 1
the acts and pr clamations by which the Government. i
ite own defence, has simed o des b blow at this gigantic
evil, we are in favor, furth=rmore, of such an smendment
to tne Constitution, to be made by the people i eonfurwitd
with its provisione, as sball terminate asd foreser prohibit
the existenos of sluvery within the limite of the juri=diction
of the [Tnited States. [ Coutinued snd rapturous applsuse. ]

4. Kesolred, That the thavks of the Awmerican people
are dus to the solders anod ssilors of the army and pavy
who bave penlled their lives in defenee of their eountry
snd io viodioating the bocvor of its flag; that the natiov
owes to them some permanent reccguition of their putrit-
ism nud their valor, and smple and permsvest provicion
for those of their survivors who have received disabling
aod bouorable wounds in the service of the ecuntry; aud
that the mewories of those who have fa'len in its defeuce
shall b= he'd io grateful snd everlasting remembrance

5 Resolved, That we spprove sod spplaud the practicsl
wisd m, tue unselfish patriotism, and the unswerving
fidelity to the Coostitution snd the prineiples of Awerican
Diberty with which Abrabem Lincoln hes discharged, un
der cireumsiavces of unparsileled diffienlty, the great
duties and reeponsibilities of the Prosidential offise ; that
we npprove and endorse, as d-manded by the emergency,
asd eea-utinl to the procervation of the vation, snd a+
within the provisious of the Constitution, the messures and
acte which he has sdopted to defrnd thé nation sgainst its
open and seeret foss ; that we approve especially the pro
ciamation of emancipation and the employment as Union
polaiers of men beretolore beld 1o slavery ; and that we
bave full evofidence in bis determinstion to carry these and
all utber constitutional mensures essen'ial th the slevation
of the eountry into full and complete eff-ct. [Applause. ]

6. Resolved. Trut we deem it eeseotisl to the geoersl
wellsre that harmony sball prevail ic the naticual councils,
and we regard as worthy of public confideses snd fficial
trust thoee ouly who cordially eudorse the principles pro
elaimed in these resoluticns, and which eh uld ebaracielize
the adwinistrativn of the Governwent. [Cheers ]

7 Resvived, That the Goverament ows 8 '0 ali men em-
pluyed 1o ite armes, without regard to distinetion of e dor,
thea (ull protection of the laws of war, sud that uny viols
tion of those laws or the usages of e viliz<d palious 10 lime
of war by the r:bels now in arms should be made the sub
Ject of pronpt a.d full redress  [Loud applsuse ]

8. Resolecd, That foreign imogration, whieh io the past
ban added sowuoeh to the wealth, d-velopment of resotress,
aud nerease of power of this nation, the asylum of the op-
pressed of sll uations, ehould be fvstered aud eacouraged
by & lib- ral and just poloy.

9. Resolved, I'tint we ure in favor of the speedy con
stsuctin of the reilrosd to the Pacifiz cosst.

10 Resolved, 'L hat the nationsl feith pl-dged to the re-
dewptin ot the public debt must be kept inviolate; and
that fur this purpose we recommend economy and rigid
responaibility 1o the public expenditures, and s vigorous
aud just system of taxstion, and shat it is the duty of every
I yul State to sustain the credit and promote the use o
pationsl currency. [Applavee.] .

11 hesolved, I'bat we spprose the position taken by the
Guvernment that the people of the United States can never
regard with indifference the attempt of any European
Power to overthiruw by foroe, or to supplant by fraud, the
institutione of sny republieans governmeut ou the Western
Continent; aud that they will view with éxtreme jeslousy,
as mensciug to the peace and independeses of their own
o uutry, toe efforts of any such Power to cbtain new foo:-
bolds for monarchicsl Guvernwents, susteined by foreign
militery furee, in near proximity to the United Biates,

[Applause ]
FRAUDS IN THE WFSTERN DLPARTMENT.

The Report of the Miliny Commission presided over
by Msjor Gen. IeviN McDuwELL, and charged with the
examivation ioto slleged frauds in the Westeru Depart-
ment, was traosmitted by the Beerztary of War to the
Benste at the evening session of Friday.

This Report relates mainly to transaetions in cotton,
embracing a considerable period of time. The Court pro-
eceeded to iuguire as to what officers were engaged in
traffic in cottonor produce, snd under what circumstances.
Tte following is 8 summary of the report :

~Gen. 8 R. Curtis, in the ease of the eotton of the rebel
Gen Pillow, was found to bave used ihe proceeds in sup-
plyiog the contrabands, though it was pot shown specifi-
cnily bow all the money was appli-d. 1o the ease of Saun-
ders sud Woodson's cotton sli was accounted fur exoept
$275  The whole eotton waas (u ly secounted for, except-
ing that gold was receiveo fr it while at seventeen per
eent prewniitn, and enurrency paid over in its stead

Oue hundied and eight bales, seiged from Matt Ward in
Arksvsns aud went to Helens, were sfterward purchased
at 124 centa, and the prooeeds paid to Mrs. Ward

Majr H.8 Curtis, Mejor McMinvey, and Lieut. Guylee,
of Gen Curtie's steff, 1t was sscertained, were interested
io the purchase of 151 beles of eotton.-

Brig. Gen. Hovey was exoveraled from the charge of
foreibiy returning filteen ne groesto slavery, but was found
to be convected with the traffic in cotton,

Cul. Slack, of the 47th Indisos, was found to have
traded in eotton, and to have eeptured silver ware from
Mre Cigawell, 1o Mississi; pi, who complaived that it was
not all returged, .

Loeut, K mball, of t @ 24 Wirconsin Cavalty, stole a die-
mi nd pin, which was subsequently returned,

Mojor Wonstern, 21th Mwsouti, reccived £500 for fur
pishi g & guard for protecting eotton,

Capt Fred 5. Winston, Assistanl Quartermaster, waa
found interested in eo o in a wanner not contemplated
by the army regulstions, sud of dep siting the proeeods in
a private ba Kiug matitution iustend of the ‘I ressury of
the United States,

Capt. Howlsud, of 135 bales shipped to Chieago by one
Hagnu, was suttiorized to receive hall the uett proceeds
aud $2 000

Aw oug others iotereeted in cotton speenlations are
nawed Col C. C Marsh and Capt. Bradley, 204 lilinois;
Lieut Col 8. N, Woed. 6 h Minsoun Cavalry, (who sd
mittrd baving mace $20,000;) Dr. Kexeurg, 33d Lilinoe;
Capt Jorome rradiey, sarlobsnt quarlermaster g nernl ;
Capt Kobert Gurman, (uslt profits on 102 bales, ) $:2 500 ;
Capt. Hoyden aud Lieut. Weight, 3d lows Batiery; Lt
Buaker, 334 Hliovie; Loeut. Fhot, 10t Missouri Cavalry ;
sod Laeut, Murdoek, 150 Ohio Bt ry.

Permite were showu to have been graated for eotton
‘troaing by Geus. Graut, Curtis, Steele, Gorman, sud
Whashouru, and that tran portation had been furiished to
sowe extent for private purposes, for which remuneration
wias Dot Always received,

DEATH OF GEN. A. G. JENKINS,
CHARLESTOWN, WSt VIRGINIA Juse 2, 1804,
The widow sud three ebhildren vl Gen Albert Griatin
Jeukins, of the rebel army, arrived bere yesterday, paesing
our lives under s fl g of-truee. A rebel chaplain was al-
lowed W secompany them bere. Gen, Jonkine wis wound
ed thiee tunes st the fight with Gen. Crook, At Clodida
Mountain, pesr Dublin,  The wound eausing his desth
was it the srm nesr the shoulder ; lﬂl[ﬂl'.lhlm WHR (e 0.
anry and was made. He was removed w s plooe near Dub-
i, whe re pin family joined bim, aud was d iog well unul
Oue Light the artery, which bad been ideautionsly taken
up, began 1o Bow, aud ere thowe in attendinoe discoversd
1L, he bled %) protusely that recuperation was imposaible.
He was thirty five yenrs of age, sud owned a splondid pro.
perly ‘n Vi, on the Ohio, & few mi ea le ow the Ka-
nawha, valued at $300 000.  In view of the cha ees of ite
cunfiscatiun, & stauding «fer in wade to the Goveroment
for it, by parties in Citei natt, of $200,000. The ebiloren
of ke Genersl, on Fenchivg this plate, were wn,[chgdl,
cind and destitute of sboes sud stoekings,

‘The women of that portion of Rome, Georgin, necupied
by Buerman, are desoribed as being very pretry, VEry po-

INTEROONTINENTAL TELRGRAPH.

COMMUNICATION OF
THE HON. WILLIAM H BEWARD,
NECRETARY OF E'u'rl.

- Upon the Sulg{:ct of an Intercontinental Telegraph

Connecting 1he Eastern and Western Hemispheres. by
Way of Behring's Strait, wn Rewly to Hon. Z. Chawdler,
Chairman of the Committee on Commeree of the United
States Senate, to which was referred the Memorial of
Perry Mc Denough Collins.

BeNaTE CHAMBER, 2
: Washington, April 14, 1864,
Hon. WiLLiam H. BEwARD, Becretary of Btate.
Big: I have the bonor to transwit berewith a printed
eopy of the Memorial of Perry MeD. Cullins, roprann?um
that be bas obtained from the Gevernment of Russia a
graut of the privilege. to construct a telegraph from lb.,n
mouth of the Amoor river to the Russisn possessions in
Ameriea, snd a similar grant from the British Government
in British Columbis, sod praying the co-operation of the
Government of the Uvited States to enable him to com-
plets bis_enterprise.
The Commit'ee on Commerce of the United States
8 'nate, to whom this memorial hes been referred, will be
g'nd to receive from you sueh information upon the subject
s way be in the possession of the Department, together
with your views upon the expediency of granting the prayer
of the memorialist.
1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
Z. CHANDLER,
Chairman of Committee on Canwerce
of the United Siates Benate.

THE MEMORIAL,

Memorial of Perry MeD. Collins, representing that he bak
obtsined frum ths Governwent of Russia a graot of the
privilege to construct & telegraph from the mouth of the
Auwoor river to the Russisn possessions o America, and
a similar grant from the Britieh Governmeat in British
Columbis, and praying the eo-operation of the Guvnrl_l-
ment of the Untted States to ensble bim to qumplem hin
cuterprise  (Preseuted to the Seuate April 12, 1864,
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. )

To the honorable the Senate and Houss of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled.

The memorial of P. MeD. Collins, & citizen of the Uui-
tad States of Americs, and a resident of the State of Cali-
foruis, most rerpectiully represents: 1hat he has obtained
ficin the [mperisl Government of Kussia privilege te con.
struet a line of telegraph from the mouth of ths Amoor
river, in Asistic Mussia, to the frontiers of the Russian
possessions in Amerioa, adjoining the possessions of Great
Britain. N

lo cunuexion with the grant from Russia, the Russian
Government stipulsts, upon eertain conditions, to covn

struct a cuntinuous line of telegraph eonnecting the Euro

pesn system with the Pacific ocean, about eight thousand
five huudred miles east of Loudon, sod on the route of 'a
| ue which wmay be prijected to Pekin and the great com-
mereial eities of China,

Your memorialist also represents that after haviog ob-
tuned the Rusaiso grant, and upon a representation of the
state of the case and the facts to the Government of ber
Mujesty, be has been muthorized by the Briish Gov-
rrument to construct s hive of telegraph across the inter-
vening territory of British Columbia

Thus the grants from Russia sud Epgland authorize the
eonatruetion of & eontinuons line of telegraph which is to
connect Kurope with the United btates acroes the whole
of A<ia nud the northwest coast of the Puacifie.

1he whole gountry, #xcept & portion of the route in
British Columbin over which this proposed line must pass,
8 sparsély inbabi ed, and presente no local inducements
for the eovnatrue.ion o! a telegraph.

The sule inducement to the oonstructiofof a telegraph
over this great extent of country is the union of Asia avd
Europe with the American system of telegraph lines, and
ty us nearly as phyeically possible an overlaud route.

The grest progress of telegraphs both in Asia and
Americs mince the proposition was originally made to in-
dauee s trinl of this northern overland route, order to
unite Eurcpa and Awmeries, has clesred sway from the
path of this enterprise many spparent difficulties suggested
in the early stages of the underiaking.

IRtussin bas extended her telegraph from St. Petersburgh
to Irkoutek, 8 distance of four thousand miles to the esst ;
and now a line is being constructed along the Amoor river,
whieh ix to conuect with the line in course of construction
from Irkoutek to the east. Thus it will be seea that Rus
win is rapidly spproachiog with a continuous line the Pa-
eifie veean

On our side of the world we have already resched the
Piofie, sod up towards the British possessions, and ss
fur ns Portland, Oregon,

¥ rom our vorthern froutier, adjoining British Columbia,
to the mouth of the Amoor river, in Asistic Russia, the
distance may be stated in rousd vumbers at some five
thousand miles.

Previous 1o granting right of way for the construetion
of s telegraph, the Russinn Government authonged your
petitioner to survey a route over all that portion of the
British dominions east of the Amuvor on to British Co-
lambis,

Oo two previous oceasions your petitioner presented to
Congress the facts of the case, au1 reports were made
th-“-‘rB-n. copies of which are hereunto aonexed, marked A
snd B,

Tbe reasons which then existed not only hold good now,
but are greatly enhanced by the sbsolute grant of right of
way then withheld

T'here is mueh in the North Paecific valusble to us as a
nation in & commereisl point of view, aside from the spe-
cinl interest particularly involved.

Our Pacific whaling flset resort in considerable forea to
the seas, bays, aud sounds, not ooly of the Pacifie, but of
the Arctic; in one year wore than seventy American ves-
s=ls hiave passed through Behring strait, aud largely over
one bundred bave visited the walers adjacent, and the
Okhotsk sea.

The commerce of Japan and of the Amoor region, in-
creasing from yesr to year, makes it requisite that we
#hould have » more perfect knowledge of these iuteresting
regions of the North P eifie

In view «f the premises and furtherance of Ameriean
comterce and enterprise, and the vast snd inealenlsbls
benefits to result to us sa & great commereisl nation out of
the schiev-meut of telegraphic communication which ahall
not ooly unite Europe to Ameries, but add the whols of
Avxin, including Japan, Chins, snd India, your petitioner
mo b respectiu ly aske the fuvorahle consideration of Con:
gress, and that aid for a survey of the proposed telsgraph,
aud a pubsidy, 10 the form of & contract, for the dispateh
of Government messsges be scenrded. so as to meet the
concesggons of Russia and Great Britain in a ev nperative
nteruativual epirit, and for the general intelligence of all
natinns

And, as in duty bound, your petitioner will ever pray.

PEKRY MeD. COLLINS.

LETTER OF MR. SEWARD.

DEPARTMENT OF RTATE,
Washingion May 14 18564.

To the Hon. ZACHARY CHANDLER, Chairman of the Com-
mittes on C mmeree, in the Senate of the United ‘Sta’ es.

St : T have the honor to reply to your letter of the 14th
of April lset, upon the sulject of the memorial whish has
been submitted to Congress by Mr. Perry MeDonough
C llins. »

Mr. Collins is an Ameriean citizen, residing in Califor-
nim. He bae been, singe 1850, commereal agent of this
Government for the Amoor river, The publio archives, as
well ns the recorde of Congress, furnish satisfacti ry evi-
dence that the country could not bave s mors enlightened,
nesiduous, and faithful representative.

The project which he submits for the consideration of
Congress is the corstruction of & lire of telegraph from
& mo point on the Pacifio telegraph live, or the nurthern
exiension thereof, in one of Lhe Northwestern Btates or
Territories, neross the border of the United States and
through British Columbin and Rossian America to Cape
Piinee of Walen; thence ncross Behring's strait to Esst
Cape; nud theves by an inland route arousd the Sea of
Akhotsk to the mouth of the Amoor river.

The telegeaph lne thus prop sed in intended, primarily,
to eonneot st the last-nnmed place with & line to be ex-

I L,
First. The 8 dif

te qmio_nnm may be olassified— physical, political,
poial, and floaneial,

ost prominent physical difficulty is the extent of
territory to be traversed. The sta ting point must be
ehosen in either Nobraska, Ksnsss, Colorsdo, Utab, Moa-
tana, Idsbo, Or/gon, or Washington Thence distance
to the line oP British Columbia would be sbout one thou-
sand milea; the cistanos to be traveissd through Britich
Amerios, to the lios of Hussian Americs, sbout six bun.
dred wiles; the distauce through Kussisn Aweries to Cape
Privee of Wales, sbout pineteen hundred miles ; the length
of & sub-marine csble across Behrivg's strait would be forty
miles; and the distance from Kast Cape, by an inlaod pae-
sage around the ses of Okbot-k, sud through the settlements
of Okhotek, Ayan, and Bbautar’s bay, which ars well known
sta'ions of the whale fishery, to the mouth of the Amoor
river, would be about twenty-five bundred miles. The en-
tire length of the liue would be about six thousand snd
forty miles. Operative tel«gnrlh wires have alresdy been
stretehed on th's eontineut of the aggregate length of sev-
enty thousand wiles ; aud siwilsr wires have been stretghod
on the Eastern Continent of the aggregate length of two
hundred thovsand miles. Operstive submsrine telegruph
wires have been la d of the lengths, respectively, of three
hundred miles, ard five hund{‘ed l.ﬁl'll’l. from Daover to
Heligoland, snd from Malta to Tripoli,

‘l'gus it is seen that the mere extent of the route to be
traversed in the present csee does not constitule su in-
surmountable nor even u serious difficulty.

The physiesl obstacle which next presents iteell ia the
nurfmp l-frmatlou of the regivns o be traversed. That
portion of the route which lies within our own territory is
chiefly mouatainius; aud the prejected telegraph line
must st least course slong declivities of the mouutaios even
if it should not be found necessary in one essy to surmount
them, British Columbla presents & sinfilar topography.
But thers the mountaing are divided into three ranges,
whose courses sre from north to south, while intervening
valleys invite the introduetion of _wlpgngh and roade.
I'ne Pacific cosst of Kussian Ameriea is ohiefly level The
portion of Sibaria which Lies between Enst Cape and the
head of the sen of Okhotsk is, for u large exteut, a steppe
or plain, with gentio elevations oceasionally rising into
mountsinous ridges. At the head of the ses of Okhotrk &
range of mountaivs must be erossed, and the région lying
between that range aud the mouth of the Amoor river is vl
the same characier as that before mentivned, whick exl-nds
from the sams range northwurd to East Cape.  The highest
vlava‘ion to be overcome on the whele line would be found
in the Pocky Mountains within the United States; aud this
elevation may be estimated at eight thousand to ten thou-
sand feet.

Operative telegraph lines have already been stretched
over steppes in_both continents eimilar to those thus do-
scribed. The Pac fic telegraph line, in crossing the Sierra
Nevada, rises to no elevation greater than that which is to
be surmounted on the line now under exuwinntion,
With the exception of timber all the weterials of a tole-
roph line are light and portsble. Metallic wire sufficient
E.rr o mile of telegraph, together with the materials fur in-
sulation, weighs « ot more than four bundred pounds. Buf-
ficient timber awaits the builder slong the route through
the United Btates sud Britsh Columbia. ‘Timber is also
found on thoee portivos of the projected line which lie
within the Russizn dominions on ach eontinent. with the
exception of a timberless steppe=five hunired miles wide
on ench side of Behring's strait. 'l hers the needful timber
onn be brought near to the line either by sea or from the
forest-covered shores of navigable rivers.

The tempersture of the region through which the north-
ern part ol the line would pass is very low. Neverthelees,
winter is less Bavere (hin 18 ie betwesn the sam= parallels
ot latitude on the Artlantic coset. ‘I'hé telegrapbio line
whigh connects St Petersburgh with Arebangel on the
White sea, aud also the telegraphic line whoh pesses
around the Gulf of Bothnin and eonnects Bt. Potersburgh
with Tornea, are waintain-d i operatin without difficul
ty, although they e oss as high parallels of Intitude as those
which lie 10 the way of Mr. Colline’s line.

The waters of Bohring's Strait wre about one hundred
and eighty fe-t deep, and they nre frogen through one-half
of the year; but the congealed mnes, when broken, gens
rally takes the form of anchor ice, and not that of iceberga.
Thus climute seems to offer no serious obstacle to the en-
terprise ; while it is not entire'y unworthy of consid-ration
that in eold latitudes tiwber used 10 8oy necessary struc-
ture ia les< p rishable than timber used in warm Iatitudes,
while less of insulatiog material is demanded in bigh lati-
tudes then is required in mi re genisl olimates

The enly politieal difficulty in the wav of the enterprise
is the faot that it requires concerted aid from three seve-
ral States, namely, the United Statee, Great Britain, and
Russia. The two last named Powers have alrendy, with
enlightened and fraternal liberality towards the Llnited
Btates, made all the concessinne which were demandad.
I'hierefore, if Congress shall grant the spplication of Mr.
Colling, no politieal obstacle will remain.

That portion of vur own country in which the enterprise
is to be carried on is 0 well known ns hardly to require s
description more minute than | have already given. It is
newly and as yet thinly settled. “The case is the same in
Britiah Colambia, Indian tribes are found along the Ame-
riean part of the route, but they huve been so well subjret-
ed to the ivflucnces of society sand govervment, through
the operations of the Fur Trade, that no serious resistanos
from them weed be spprebend-d The inhabitants of
Armatic Rossis who dwell iolsnd are pomadie Tartars,
affecting much Independence. They are, nevertheless, not
eavage ke the Awmericsn natives  After penturies of 1o
ternnl war, they have now settled into a sta'e of semi-
civilization, in which they are sceustomed to barter with
whalers, with exploring parties, and with the Guvern-
ment agents of Kussia, sud they are hospitably inclined by
Lhat interconrsa,

The result of the survey of faots thus far made is
that there are no insuperable obstacles, pither physiesl,
political, or social, in the way of the projected line of
telegraph

In regard to the expense which it requires, I must be
content to refar the committee of the Seonte to the eeli-
matea which have been submitted by Mr, Colline. They
bave been made with a view to secure from private sources
an advaee of the moneys to b« expendad, and at the same
time to obtain from the Guvernments of Great Britain,
Russia, and the United States the necessary politieal aid,
It may be assumed, therefore, that they were prepared
honestly and eautiously, aud with xs near approach to se.
curncy aa is possible in regard to u deeign in which o
wuch that is to be done must be done under conditione
never before tried. Mr Colling estimates the whole eost
at five million of dollars. A just legin'ative caution would |
prubably induee Congress to double that estimate, 1 ua-
derstand that an association is already formed, with a ea-
pital of ten millions, to be devoted to the enterprise. I am
therefore of opinion that 1t is entirely fensible.

A prooeed, in the next placs, 1o cunsider the probable
usefulness of 1he anterprise,

1t is needfnl bere to amaume that the line of telegraph
proposed will be extended imm«diately from Amoor river
to Irkoutsk, so 8s to complets the telegraphic chain over
the two eontinents. The agreement of Russis leaves no
room for doubt on this puint

Ii s gnite too late wt this day to debats the abstract
question of the uacfulness of the magnetic telegraph. It
would be as ensy now to dispense with the st-am engine
on land or on sen, in the business of eommerae, in social
int- revurse, or in politeal affairs, ae it would ba to forego
the use of the telegraph. To be without it, ia to be iso-
Iated.  Other eonditione being equal, the eountry that has
the largest ex ension and the most tho ough radistion of
the telrgraph wire enjoys the most netive and profitable
system of domestic commeree

Of the seventy thousand miles of télegraph now In ope
ration oo the American ecootinent, sixty thouaSnd miles
are found within the United ®tales and the remainder in
the provinees of British Ameriea. But commeres on the
Amwerican continent defien polition] restraint and eontealizes
itaell within our own country. Fur practioal purposes,
we may regard the whole telograph system of the Ameri-
ean sontinent as our own  But intarnal commeres imparts
life to, sud receives new life in return from, foreign com-
meres. In propoition to the extent and vari-ty of its
resources, the nation that enjoys the most prosperons for-
eign commeres exhibita the greateat indmtrnl retivity
and domentie bappiness within (ta own bord «rs. The vigor
whioh commerce has already attained smong ue, whils we
contirus 1o hold vur communisations with the eastern con-
tineut by uavigation only, is justly a suhjot of nstional
congratulation.  Can there be a doubt that if our telegraph
system sboull bo connvoted by a trans-oeesnic live with
toe ome that is now performing ith aquatly isolagad part on
the eastern ocontinent, new and stronger reciprosity would
be exhibited, not only in eommercial eentres bat in avery
rec<ss of the land 1 The unremittiog rxertions which are
made by ralightensd meo in Kurope nnd the United States
to eopnret the two countries by a wire pasmsing through
the Atlaut.o voesn, ne well an the responses whioh (Jreat
Brita n and Russis have mnde to the applieation for favor
and patronnge to the hoe now upder consideration, show’

tended from theres to Iikoutsk, the capital of Eastern
Binerin. At that important towh a lins of telegraph be-
gms, which stretches hrongh Tomek and Omak, in Weat-
ern Siberia, Kytherinburg on the Asiatic Europesn frontier,
Pirm, Kaean, N juNovogorod, snd Moscow, to 8t Pebers-
bufwh, the capital of the Kussiao Empire,

The line prujected by Mr. Colline, from the Pacific tele-
Kraph to the Amour river, with ite anticipated extausion by
the Ruseinn Goversment to Irkoantsk, would be the ope
link now wanted to supply direot and uobioken teipgraph
comimusion ion from Cape haee, in Newfoundland, on the
eanlern const of Aweries, scross the Eastern and Wea tern
Cunuinents and the Pucific voean to Cape Clear, in Ireland,
the westeinmanrt prj etion of Europe.

When & sub marine eable shall succensfully laid be-
tween Uspn Ulear and Cape Race, it will, t. g-ther with
the liok | have lant before described, somplets n telegraphie
cirouit sround the earth between the parallels of forty two
degrees nnd sixiy-five degrees of north latitada,

Thres questions arise from Mr. Collin’s memorial,
namely

First, Is the enterprisn fennible 7

recondly. Would it be paeful 1

Thirdly. Han it a just claim on the Government to the

lite, nud vory rebellivus,

patrouage which be solicits 7

the existonce of & very wide and genersl conviotion that
ench of the isolated talegraph systema existing on the two
continenis is imperfeat and ineomplete, and relatively in-
effi ent, aud that & eonnexion betwesn them is DeEOARERTY
supplement to secure their greatest nitsinabla ysefalness.

Hettiog #ride the bemporary disturbanee of war, the
meiohant, or the manulacturer, the miller, the firmer, the
miner, or the fisherman of Hal fax, Quebee, Port'and, Bos-
ton, New York, Philadelptia, Bal imore, Charleston, Now
Orlenne, Galvesinn, Monteeal, B . 1o, Pittsburg. Chiongo.
St Louiv, Memphis, Bt. Paul, Littie Rock, Denver, 8slt
Lake City, C.reon City, Los Angel-s, Sun Franciseo, Na-
oramenta, Portland, wi h the ad of an in‘er.continental
telograph, would be in daily and, in cave «f nead, 1n hourly
currespoudence with prod & and o s on the
Amoor, where the fur trade of Asia is gathered up ; with
Sovinek, the depot for the overland trafo between Rus-in
and Japan and the mineral trensures of Nerchinsk; with
Kiskhte, the ceutre of the internntional commerco of Rus
sia and Ching ; with Irkoutsk, Moseiw, 8., Potersbuegh
with sl the eities of Western Europe, meluding Constane
tinople ; with the cities of Alexandris, Cairo, and Boes;
and with avery other town, pity, or hamlel, un either son-
tinent, now in tele e connexion with the several marts
of trade which have been enmerated.

Every one knows, however, that neither the Ameriean

ultimate

el Zmep it

them, with all their loeal ramifications, into ons
telegraph system. On the en-tern eontinent veither the
domestio disturbaness nor the rivalries of States, nor their
oceasional e liisivus, prevent a gontisusl expansion of the
telegraphic systam. telegraph construction of Kussia
al thia day, like her system ol railroads,
frame work of sn imporing structure, the dimensiovs of
which are boldly outlived. while the sonuections and ex-
tensions yet remaio imperfeot and unfinished. 1b bas beso
alroady meatioved that the Emperor bas bound himaelf to
exteud the msin eastern and western ling from Irkoatsk
to the mouth of the Amoor river. This extension is now
rapidly advancing. But this is only a siugle aod net very
prowinest part of the work which the Emperor of Russia
bas begun, His design embraces nothing less than the
following stupendous works, uswely :, A telegraph wire,
with the necessary submarine cables, from the wouth of
the Amoor river nercse the Straits of Tartary, over the
wland of Hakbalio, seross the Steaits of Lis Paronse, over
the islapd of Jesso, through Hakodadi aond sercss the
Straits of Saoger to Jeddo, the eapital of Jspan. ¢

Becondly. A telegraph wire from the eoufluence of the
Usuri with the Amoor, which eonflusnes is seven hundred
miles above the mouth of the latt-t; thenee southwara, on
toe bauk of the Usuri, to Lake Kingka; and thence to the
port of Viadi Vostok, on the aonst of Tartary, opposite to
the port of Makodsdi, on the eastern eoast of the Japanese
son. Visdi Vostok is sslected by the Emperor for hie na-
val statiou on the Pacifie counst.

Thirdly. A raph wire from Irkoutsk, before de-
seribed as the capital of E«atern Siberia, through Kikhta,
now the entrepot of European and Chinese overland com-
meree, through the vast territory of the M la to the
gute in the Chinese wall at Yanol, and thence to Pekin, the
capital of the Chiness Empire. Ameriean citizens tempo-
rarily resding in that oountry mre now suliciling, with
gnod prospect of sugcess, psrmisnion from the Chinese
Governmaent to extend 1his last mentionsd line overland
through China, te terminate with the needful branches at
the ports of Nankin, Shavghai, Amoy, and Canton, on the
Pae fie eonst, opposite to California.

‘There are already in vperation twelve thousand miles of
tel-graph wire in the eon‘inent of Australia  This Aus
tralian telegraph rystem, which now is eo purely local and
irolated, is nevertheless expected to be brought into com
bination by alternating submarine snd island wires with the
Chinese nnd Hussian wires lsst:duscribed. ]

Fourthly. A telegraph wire from a station on the main
oontinentsl Kusian line at Omsk, near the southern bound.
ary of Asiatic Russia; thence passing wbrough Mongolia
nnd entering China at Hirck, sometimes ealled [lly; thenee
erossing Turkestan, B khara, and Balk, to Cabool, in Af-
ghastan; thenee to eapital poiots in the Punjaub, where it
will meet the telegraphie rystem of Indis,nnd thus become
a medium of eommuniention tetween Loodoo and the oo-
lonial dep:ndencies of - Grent Britain, the Netherlands,
Npain, aod Portugal, on the shores aud islands of the Great
Indisn ocesn. g

Fifsby A telegraph wire from Kagan, on the main cen-
trsl Kussinn line, througs Georgis and Circsssia, along
the weetern shore of the Caspisn sea, to Teheran, the
eapital of Persin; thence to the Euphrates, st Bugdad;
thence, desconding along the banks of that bisterical river,
to its mouth, at the head of the Persinn gulf, there to be
connected with the Orientsl telegraph system of India lasi
before mentivned

Wi en we tike into consideration the fact that Russia
hus already broughbtall her ehief iuland markets aud mines,
8 well as ber principal pur's on the goasts of tha Arctic
oeean, into telegraphie communieation with her espital, it
is readily parceived that, by offering to co-operate with us
in gving effee’ to Mr, Colling'’ design, Kussia seiually iv-
vites us to hul forth our vationsl energy from every point
within our burders where industry of sny kind dwells, and
especially from our Northwestarn and Western States, and
apply that energy in the great work of renewing and re-
storing the loog languishing civilization of the regions
whare our race first impressed its dominion upon the globe
sppointed for ite residence. Crrininly it cannot be necrs-
sary 1o say that suon efforts belong to the glass of human
labors which are pronounced 1o b diubly blessed, because
they ble-s equally those who are the subjeefs and those
who are 'he performers of them. 1t seems impossible to
over ealimate the direet eff+ct of |his new spplieation of
the national energy in producing & rapid and yet perma-
nent development of the sgriculiural, forest, mineral, and
murine resourees of the United States, Nor is it aoy
more practicable to assign limits to the incre.se of national
influence, which must negessarily resuit from the new
facilities we should acquire in that manaer for extending
throughout the world Américan idsss and principles of
public and private economy, politics, morals, philosophy,
and religion.

In atempling to make such estimates, it is important
to rememb-r that the telegraph wire is as yet & newly-
invented instrument, timidly employed and elumeily hand
led, with & very imperfect knowledge of the fullness of the
power that resides in it. It costa us now one-half a mill
per mile to sperk a single word through the cheapest tele
graph wire of soy conmderable length.  Thbi<is vastly more
costly than the average tranvmissionof in writing
by employing the stesm engioe, eithar on land or on water.
I'his great expense of telegrephic communiostion is due,
however, not at all to an inseparable quality of the tele-
graphie machine, for that machine is ea-ily construeted of
very simple and cheap materia's, The expensiveness is
due to two transient oonditiong of the telegraph system
First, the charges now justly imposed upon it for rewnrd-
ing the inventine; and, secondly, the fact that, sa yet, fixed
hubits of communieation in ancient forme prevent frequent
resort to the new mode of correspondence, sud custowary
investments of eapital which are sufficiently remunerative
cause itto ba sparingly appli=d to the perfection of the new
system. When thess merely ephemersl embarrassments
of the wngnetic telegraph sbail be removed, the magoetized
wire will besome, for the chisf purposes of eomal, com-
mercial, and politien] communication, as practical as, by
resaun of ite adaptation, it is e otive.

I prooeed to consider the question whether the enter-
prise deserves the patropage Mr. Colline solicits for it
Throughout the ramarks which 1 have thns far submitted,
I have not without design called it Mr. Colling’s enter-
prive. It is truly his, bacsuse it was he alone whe eon-
evived and projected it, snd who bas elotbed it with the
rubstantial form which enshles the three great Btates,
whose coneerted nction he s licits, to cause it 1o be put
in operation.  But in another sense it is entitled to be re-
garded a8 an eoterpriee of the Government of the United
States. During all the time that Mr. Colline has been en-
gaged io maturing and developing it, and presenting it to
the consideration of Russia snd Great Britain, he has been
acting under the instructioos and with the approbation of
the Department of Btate, and s knowledge of that fact has
not bean withheld from Congress. .

I think it may ba regarded an settled that the United
States cionot neglect 1o employ telegraphic communication
with foreign eourntries #and yet erpect to mawiain a
healibful commeres with them ; that the Uunited Stales
cannot hope to imepire respeet, confidence, and good will
abroad, and so secura pesce with foreign Stales, without
using the msgoetio talegraph when it is possible; aud that
the United Hqulel enunot even bope to preserve pesce and
order at kome, much less to maintain a wilitary and naval
police on their iniand frontiers and around r ooean
coast, without availicg themselves of all feasible telegraphio
commurications,

Fiually, it seema to we that in extending dominion over
inland wountain regions, snd setting up the vational flag
on the Pacifie const, the Amerighn peopls, however incon-
siderately, asaume+d the duty ot difiusing an equal civiliza-
ton throughout the whole of the great country which they
thus ineluded within 1heir borders. Nor would it be wise
to shut out from our thoughts the consideration which ne-
ceasarily results from eontemplsting ealmiy the positions
sod the reaouresa of vur new Northwestern and Western
ttates It beoomen our duty to net upon the esnviption
that from this time heneeforth, those States are to per
furm an imporiaut part in & grest work whieh ahall make
the shoren of the Pacific opeay the home of comumy iities
that shall bo na busy, ke prosperous, s Tres, ns enlighten.
ed, as powerful, and as happy as those which now cluster
upon the Atlentic ehores, The A'lantic States, by their
intermarriage with those of the Pacifie. have cume under
an obligation to favor this grest development.

What Mr. Colline aska of Congress is, the grant of a
right of way soross the public lands, with the right to take
therefrom materinle n:geedary for eonstrueting the line ;
the use of u national vessel, suitably «ficered and equip.
ped, to moks surveys and soundings along the north Pae fic
const, bayoud the Limits of the United States, and to sid in
prosecuting the work; and, finally, a stipulated compensa
uon_ for the Government use of the line, when it ahall be
conatructed. If the views [ bave submitted are just, this
demand for patranage is neither unneosssary nor unr n
able. We could not withhold it without shawipg » want
of apprecintion of the Liberality and friendabip which have
"been manifested towards the United Btates by Rusia and
Great Britaia in the prooeedings they have adop'ed towards
the same eoterprise, 1 do not koow auy one object lying
within the seope of our foreign relations more direetly im-
portant than the proservation of peace and friendship with
those Lwu grer t wod enlightened Powers, Nor can | con-
acive of any one mensure of nsiionsl policy that would
more effsetively tand to secure that great object than the
conetruotion of this proposed inter continental telegraph,

1 forbear to urxe the, projact in with the
rpﬂlﬂl lius noroes the Atlantio from Cape Clear to Cape
noe, whieh, notwi hatanding past dificuliies, T yet ho

to sve specdily eompleted ""‘In two lines would o

nid and atren; then eaoh otber. If they sbould even oome
into ecompet tion, it would be more lﬂ'lﬁh’“ to the
world to have the uss of both than the use of ooly ove of
them. Owe m'git be expeoted to operste when the other
abould be agoidentally suspended. r oAn it be reasonne
bly doubted toat the grot interests bf buman sooiety will,
At A very enrly poriod, require mors than e, snd more
than even two, trans-oaesnie, world sngirelio Galn:npll.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedisnt kervan

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Col. Hiiﬂlr._t;f Ow o0, heretofore re killed in
the batilen of the er?omu. in :mrm be a priv

soner and ouly slightly wounded,

of wice o Poose Jsvain S Susa P lasan Gl
Burivem, -and Mexico, snd the incorporating of

ssonls the

ot aware of the obstacie to the eourse yeu indicated, and,

_purpose in hig message and

The following offieisl eorrespondence between two of
the moet emineot publis functionarics of the Confede-
rate Btates, though five months old, bus just obtsined
publicity. We copy it from & Republican gontemporary,
‘which credits it to the Petersburg (Va ) Express of the
26th of last month.

SraTE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Exzecutive Dipariment, Ralesgh, Dec, 30, 1863.
Ilis Excelleuoy Presiaent Davis. .

My DeAr 8in: After a eareful covelderation of all the
sources of discaotent in North Caroling, I bave coneluded
that it will be impossible to remove it exeept by making
some effrt at negotiution with the enemy. Tne recent
potion of the Federal House of Represeutatives, though
meaning very little, has greatly excited the public hope
that the Northern mind is looking towsrds peace. I am

romised by all uen who advocate Lhis course that, if fsir
Y 8 are rejected, it will tend greatly to strengthen and
intensify the war fesling, and will rally sll clnsees to a
more cordisl support of the Goveroment. And, slthough
our pogition 18 well known as demsoding only to be let
slone, yet it seens to ma that for the sske of bumanity,
without having any wesk or improper motives uttributed
1o us, wo wight, with propriety, constantly tender w gotia-
tions. In doing so, we woul i keep conspiouvusly betore
the world s disclaimer of the respoosibility for the great
slaughter of our race, sud eonvinea the humblest of our
citizens—who rometimes forgel the sotusl situstion—that
the Government is tender of the'r lives and happivess, und
would not prolong their sufferings unnecessarily one mo
went. Though statesmno might regard this us useloss,
the peopls will not, and I think our eause will ba strength
ened thereby. I bave not sugeested the method of thess
vegotiations or their terms. The effort to ubtain pence is
the rrinoipnl matter. ;

Allow me to beg your earnest considerntion of this sug-
gestion. Yery respeotfully, yours,

Z. B VANCE.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Richmond, January 8, 1864.
DearBiR: IThave raceived your letter of the 30th uliimo,
containing suggestions of the measures to be adopred for
the puipuse ot removiog * the sources of discontent in
North Carolina.  The contents of the letter are substan-
tinlly ti @ sawe as those of the letter nddressed by you to
Senator Dorteh, extracts of which were by him read to
me. I rewarked to Mr, Dortoh that you were probably

without expreseing an opinivn on the werits of the prog
posed policy, I desired him, in answering your letter to
write suggeations as to the method of opening negotiations,
nnd as to the terms whioh you thought ahould be offered
to the enemy. I felt persunded you would sppreciate the
difficaltice as toon as your' attention was called to the ne-
cessity of considering the subject in detal. As you have
made no suggestion: touching the mauner of overcoming
the obatacles, I infer that you were not appriged by Mr,
Dorteh of my remarks to him.

Apsrt from ipsupersble objections to the line of policy
you propose (and to which I will presently advert) ? o=
not see how the more material obstucles are to be sur.
mounted. We bave made three distinet effurts lo commu
nicate with the authorities at Washington and have been
invariably unsucosssful. Commissioners were sent before
bostilities were begun, and the Wushington Government
refused to receive them or bear what they had to ray. A
8 coud time I sent a military officer with & communieation
addressed by myeelf to President Lincoln. The letter wes
received by General Beott, who did not parmit the nficer
to see Mr. Lincoln, but promis: d that an answer would be
sent. No soswer bas ever beeu received. ‘The third
time, n fow mooths #go, a gentleman was sent, whose po
sition, oharacter, and repu stion were +wsh &8 to insure his
r-ception, if the enemy were pot determined to receive no
propossls whatever from the Guvernment. Viee Presideot
Btepheus made a pstriotic tender of his sarvices in the
hope of being able to promote the ¢suse of bumanity, snd,
slthough li belief waq entertsived of his sucoess I
cheerfully yielded to his suggestion that the experiment
should be tried. The evemy refused to lot him pass
through their lines or to hold any e«nference with them
He was stopped belore he ever reached Forlress Munroe
on his wiy to Wushington.

To attempt ngain (in the face of thess repeated rejeo-
tions of all eonferenes with us) to send ermmissioners or
ageats to propuse pence, is to invite iusult and contumely,
and to subject ourselves to indignity without the slizhtest
chanee of being listened to. No true citizen, no wsn who
hae our cause at heart, can desire this, and the good people
of North Carolina would be the last to approve of such an
sttempt, if aware of all the facts. Bo far from removing
sources of. discontent, such a course would receive, s it
would merit, the conde pation of thoge true patriots who
have given their blond and their ireasure to maintain the
freedom, equality, and independence which deec-nded to
them from the immortal heroes of King's Mountsin and
other battle-fields of the Revolution. If, then, these pro-
poeals oannot be made through envoys because the ensmy
would not receive them, how is it possible to communiente
our desire for pence otherwise than by the public announce-
theut contained in almost every message [ ever seut to Con-

rees ! 1 cannot reeall at this time one instance in which

bave failed to announce that our only desire was peace,
and th- orly terms which furmed s séue qua non were pre
ciarly those that you suggested, nsmely, ** s demaad vuly
to be lst alone.™

But suppoee it were practicabls to obtain s conference
through commissioners with the Gover t of Presideat
Livesin, is 1t st this moment tha: we sre to cousider it
desirable or even at all admissible ¥ Have we not just
been apprized by that despot that we ouxn only expset hus
gracioya oo by emancipating all our ' vee; swearing
allegiance and obedience 10 bim xnd his proclamation, snd
becowing, in point of fact, Lhe slaves of.our owu negroes?
Can there be in North Carolins one citizen so falien ba
neath the dignity of his ancestors as to secept or to enter
into conference oo the basis of these terme? That there nie
8 fow traitors in the State who would be willing to betray
their fellow-citizens to such a degraded condicion in hope
of being rewarded for treachery by an eseape from the com-
mon doom may be true. But Iydn not belicve that the
vileat wratch would acoapt eyoh terma for bimself, I ean
not eonceive how the people of your Bgate, than which none
bas sent nobler or more galiant soldiers to the field of battle,
(one of whow it ia your bouor to be,) ean have been de
osived by any thing to which you refer in ' the reesnt
action of the Federal Houss of Representatives.” [
have seen no sction of that House that does not indieate,
by & very decided majorily, the purpoke of the enemy to
refuse all terms of the South except absolute unconditional
subjugation or extermination But if it were otherwise
how are we to treat with the House of Representatives i
It is with Lincolo alone that we ever could oonfer, and his
own parlisans at the North avow uoequivocally that his
proclamation waa to shut (ut
ail hope that be could rver treat with us on any terms, If
we will bresk up our Government, dissolve the Confederaey,
disband our armies, pmancipate our slaves, taka an oath of
alleginnee binding ourselves ta obedience to him and of dis
loyalty to our own Statea, he progruu to pardon us, and not
to plunder ue of any thing moretban the property already
stolen from us, sod sueh slaves s still rempin. In order
to render his pro # 80 insul ing s to secure their re,
Jeetion he jome to them a promise of support with his army to
ona-tenth of the people to any Btate who will sttempr to
set up & government over the rther nine-tenths, thus seek-
ing to sow discord snd suspicion among the people of the
several States, and to excite them to eivil war in further-
enca of his ends.

I knew well it would ba impossible to gat your people,
if they possessed full knowledge of thess facts, to comsent
that proposals shoold now bs made by us to those who
eontrol Government at Waahington. Your own well-
known devotion to the grest gause of liberty and indepen
dence, to which we have all sommitted whatever we bave
of earthly possessions, would induecs you to tuke the le.d
in ropvlhv the bare thought of atj-ct submission to the
enpmy. Yet peace on other terms 18 now impossibls.  To
ohtain the sole terms fo whioh you or I could listen, this
struggle must contivue until the enemy is beaten oug of
hin vain confidencn in our subjugation. Theo, and not till
then, will it be ponsible to treat of peace. Till then all
tendor of ferma to the enemy wiil bs recsived as proof

at e are ready for cubmisdion, and will encourage him

0 the atrocious warfure which is waging

I fear mueh, from the tenor of the naws T recelve from
North Carolioa, that an sttempt will be made by some bad
men to inaugurate wovements which must be considered
84 equivalent to aid and eomfort to the enemy, and which
all patriots should combine to put down at any oost. Yiu
may eount on::{ aid in every effort to spare your Sta'e
the soenen of civil warfare which will devastate its homes
if the d-aigna of these traitors be suffered to make head-
way, Iknow that you will place yourself in your legii
mate poaition in 1he lead of tho:e who will not suffer the
uame of the Old North State to be hiackened by such
stain. Will you pardon we for suggesting tbat my only
noures of disquistude on the suhj ot srises from the fesr
that you wiil delay toa long the action which now sppears
inevitahle, aud that :z an over earnest desire to reelaim
by eoncilistion men you believe o be sound at hesrt
but whosa In{:l.ty is more than suspected elscwhere, yaou
will permit t to gather anch strength ag to require
were violent measures than are now needed?  With your
inflaence mnd position, the prowotera of the unfounded
discontent naw prevalent in your SBtate would be put down
withont the use of physieal fures, if you would abandon s
policy of eoneilistion and et them ab deflance. In this
oourse, frankly sod Imlj pursued. you would rally around

ou all that i beat wnd noblest in your State, and your
jn.n;h would be bloodlss. 1 the contrary policy be
opted, 1 muoch fear ru will be driven to the use of force

to repreas treason. In either evont, huwever, be assured
that you will have my oprdial concurrenoe aod assigtance
i n maintaining with you the honor, dignity, and fair pame
of your Btate, and in your efforts to erush tremson, whe-
ther ingipient, as [ believas it now to be, or mors .
pa 1 b-lieve, if not firmly met, it will in our futare inevita-

y beoome.
1 have the honor to be, very res
JE

. GEN. JEFFERSON DAVIS ON PEAOR. = | " "THE PRESIDENCY.

NOMINATION ACCEPTED BY GEN. FREMONT.

- New Yomk, JUSE 4, 1864,
To Messrs. Worthington G. Snetben, of Maryland ; Edw.
Gilbert, of New Yorl. ; Caspar Bulg, of Iliinvis; Chas,
E. Moss, of Missouri; N. !'ll Bawyer, of Penosylvsnia,
8 committee, d&o. -

GENTLEMEN : In suswer to the letter which I bave bad
the honor to receive from you, on the part of the repre-
sentatives of the people assembled at Cleveland on the 3let
of May, I desiro to express my thauks for the confidence
which led thew to offer we the honorable and dificult po-
sition of their candidate in the spproaching Presidential
oontesl—very honorable, because in offering it to me you
ol in the nsme of » great number of citizens who seek
above sl thiogs the good of their country, and who have
0o sort of gelfish intereat in view* very diffioult, because
in secepliog the candidacy you propose to me I am expos-
ed to the reproach of oreativg s schism io the party with
which I bave been identified.

Had Mr Lincoln remained faithful to the priociples he
waa elected to defend, no schism oovld have been oreated
aud 0o contest could have been possible. This is ot sn
ordinary election. It is a contest for the right eveu to
bave candidates, and not merely, as usual, for the choice
among them. ()

Now, for the first time sinee '76, the question of consti-
tutional liberty hus beeu brought dircetly before the people
for their serious cousideration and vote. The ordinary
rights secured under the Counstitution and the laws of the
country have been violated, and extrsordinary powers
bave been usurped by the Executive. It is directly before
the people now to sny whether or uot the principles estab-
lished by the Revolution are worth maintsining.  If, as we
Bave been taught to believe, thoss guarautees for liberty
which mnde the distinotive vulue and glory of our csuntry
&re in truth inviolably sacred, then here must be & protest
sgaiost the arbitiary violation which had not even the ex-
ouse of vecessity.

The schism is wade by those who foree the choice be-
tween a sbameful silenco or & protest against wrong. In
such cowsiderstions originated the Clevelsnd Convention.
It was among its cbjeots to arouse the attention of the peo-
ple to such facts, and to bring them to realize that while
we ure saturating Southern soil with the best bleod of the
country in the name of hiberty, we have really parted with
it at home.

To-day we have in the country the abuses of a military
dietation, without its unity of sction mnd vigor of exeou-
tion—an Administration marked at home by disiegard of
coustitutional rights, by ita violations of personal liberty
sod the liberty of the press, and, as a crowniog shame, by
its abandonment cf the right of asylum, a right especislly
dear to all free nations rbroad. Tts course bas been char-
soterizvd by a feebleness and waut of principle which has
wisled European Puwcrs and driven them to a belief that
only commereial interests and parsonal aims are concerned,
and that no great principlea are involved in the issue,

The sdmirable eonduct of the people, their resdiness to
make every snciifice demended of them, their fi rbaarance
aud silenee under the suspenion of every thing that could
be suspended, their mauy acts of heroism and sacrifices,
were all rendered fruiiless by the ineapacity, or, to speak
more exaculy, by the personal ends for which the war was
menaged. This incapacity and selfishness naturally peo-
duced such results us lod the Eu opean Powers, and, logi-
cally enough, to the couvielion that the North, with its
greatly superior population, its immeuse resources, and its
credit, will never be abla to recover the Boath. Sympa-
thics which should have been with us from the outest of
the war were turned sguinat us, aud i this way the Ad-
ministration bas dous the country a doubls wroog sbroad.
It created hostilicy, or at best wnd.Farence, among those
who would bave baen its friends if the resl interests of the
pecple eould bave been better kuown, whils, at the same
time, it neglected no occasion fur makiog the most humili-
ating concessivna.

Agsinst tLis disastrous condition of affairs the Clevelsnd
Couveubion was a protest. The principles which form the
bavis of ita platform have my uuqualified and cordial ap-
probation. But I cannot so heartily coneur in all the
mensures which you propose. I do not balieve that eov fis-
cation extended to the property of all rebels is practieable,
aud, if it were so, I do not think it & messure of sound
policy. It is, in fact, & question belonging to the people
themselves to decide, and is & proper occasion for the ex-
ercise of their original and rovereign authority. As a war
meagure, in the beginning of & revolt which might bo
quelled by prompt severity. 1 understand the poliey of eon-
fiscation, but not as a final measure of reconstruetion aiter
the suppression of an insurrection. In the sdjustments
which are to follow peace no coosiderations of vengeance
ean gonsistently be sdmitted. -

The object of the war is to mske permanently ssoure
the peace and happiness of the whole country, sud there
waa but s single element in the way of its attainment.
This element of slavery may be considered practically de-
stroyed in the country, and it needs only your proposrd
smendment of the Constitution to make its extinetion ¢ m-
plote. With this e xtinetion of +lsvery the party divisions
created by it have uleo disappeared. And if in the history
of the country there has ever been a time when the Awme-
rican people, without regard to one or another of the poli-
tioal divisions, were ealled upon to give eolemuly their
voios in & matter which invilved the safety of the 1 nited
States, it is assuredly the present time,

If the Convention at Baltimore will nominate any man
whose past life justifies & well grounded eonfidence in his
fidehity to our eardinal prineiples, there is no reason why
thére should be any division among the really patriotic
men of the eountry. To any such 1 sball be most happy
to give » cordial and active support. My own decided
preference is to aid in this way, aad not to bs myselfl a
canlidale. But if Mr. Linecln should be rencmigated, as
I believe 1t would be fatal to the country to endorse m
policy and renew s power which has cost us the lives of
thousnnds of men, and needlessly put t:e ecountry on the
rond to bankruptey, there will remain no alternative but
to organize against him every element of conaelentious op-
position, with the view to prevent the midfortune of his re-
election.

Tn this contingeney T sccept the nomination at Cleve.
land, and, as a proliminary - tep, I have resigned my com-
mission in the army. This was & +scrifics it gave me Ppain

to make. Bnt I bad for a long time fruitlessly endeavored
t: cb'ain servies. I make this sacrifice now only to regrin
libarty of spesch and to leave nothing in the way of die-
charging to my utmont abihity the task yon have set for we.
Wich my earnest and sincers thaoks for your expressions
of confidence and regard, and for the many henorable
turinn in whioh you acquaint me with the setions of the
the committes, I sm, gentlemen, very reapectfully and
truly yours, J. U, FREMONT.

THE BECOND WISCONSIN REGIMENT.

A letter from the fiont, in mentioning the intended de-
parture of the Second Wirconsin Regiment, whose term of
e-rvion had expired, states that it is under the eommand
of Major Otis, and has now only one hundred and twenty-
eight enlisted men and fifteen offoers, inoluding two sur-
geons. This regiment bas been in fourtoen batties and has
loat seven bundred aud ninety-three killed and wounded.
Qoly sixteen names appear on the rolls as discharged for
dissbility and deserters, Very few ragiments can show &
better reoord than this. The following order from B ig.
Gon. Cutler, commanding the division to whieh the regi-
ment belonged, showa his eatimation of the regiment:

HPApQuaRTERS FOURTH DIVISION,
Fifth Army Corps, June 10, 1564.
The Becond Wiseonsin Volunteers, iaviig. served their
full term of three yesrs in this. yand being about te
lenve for their homes, the General manding deems it
proper for himeelf, and in behsll of those of their comrades
who rempin behind, to address to the oMoers and men of

thut eommand a few g words. e m
entered the m.wmﬁuum “M‘l" on
now leave with one hundred and thirty-ihree, sll told.
Where are they 7 O°Cunner, Stevens, Colwell, ph,

and many others—both «flcers nod men—are mustered
with the hosta on bigh. Others are disabled for life. Others
still are in rebel prisons m:ﬂmm’rﬁhh
always been trua to your flag sod your ecuntry. You bave
never failed in any duty of you, You haven
to be proud of your record. The ‘mt{- resson to
prowd of you. Yon leave with the best wishes of all your
cumradés, and to that I wish to sdd my most cordini denice
for your future honor and m.;-_mmh-

-

lly, yours
His Ex. Z, B. Yance, Gov'r North O%D‘*u

dividually, CurLes, :
. Brigadier General Comamoding.




